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PM THE : WHITE HOUSE! 

TO AMEMBASST SAJ80N 

T 0 P S E C P' E T SENSITIVE! EVE0. ONLY 0ELXV6R' AT OPENING' OP 1 BUSINESS' 
VIA MARTIN CHANNELS WHB0044' 

HQLO FOR THE AMBASSADOR: UNTIL' HE! RETURNS- FROM INDONESIA,. 

MESSASE FORl AMBASSADOR' GRAHAM' MARTIN: 

AMEMBASSY*, SAIGON 

FROM! BRENT’ SCOWCROFf* 

I APPRECIATE YOUR MESSAGE, WE! CAN: UNDERSTAND YOUR! OSS*' 
APPOINTMENT, AND WE WELCOME' YOUR SUPPORT, 


ONE' THING IS BASIC TO ALL*. OUR. THINKING, , TH*{, PRESIDENT' HANTS 
TO DO WHAT NEEDS TO BE! DONE' TO! SUPPORT’ SOUTH , VIETNAM: DEFENSE*, 
THE' DECISION TO GO PORI 1300' MILLION REPRESENTS! OUR! BEST JUDGMENT 
ON WHAT WE CAN OBTAIN, BASED TO A CQN8X0pRA8LEl6XTEflf ' ON' WHAT 
THE SUPPOSED ’’EXPERTS" MILL* PUBLICLY AND*' PRIVATELY SUPPORT, 
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WE HAVE CAREFULLY' LOOKED ATI THE! FIGURES THAI' YOU* SENT : TO 
SUBSTANTIATE AN AID LEVEL’ OF! ST00 MILLION, -THEY HEBE! HELPFULfc 
BUT WE NEED MORE: IN TERMS OF ADDRESSING: THE! SUBSTANTIAL* PROBLEM 
WE: FACE' ON THE HILL', 

XT WOULD BE VERY USEFUL) TO HAVE. FROM YOU 1 A DETAILED 
JUSTIFICATION FOR THE S700 MILLION, NOT’ JUST IN TERMS OF 
COLLARS, BUT IN TERMS OF: EQUIPMENT AND SUPPLIES REQUIRED TO 
SUPPORT A LEVEL OF' F0RCE8 AND OPERATIONS GEARED TO A CLEARLY 
DEFINE!} THREAT, THAT INFORMATION WOULD BE VERY HELPFUL, INCLUDING 
THE FOLLOWING! 


®o«!MAT ARE THE ENEMY ?S CAPABILITIES IN TERMS OF! f 
EQUIPMENT* and STOCKPILES' 2N THE SOUTHf 

ARE HI8 SMTlNTSONSf ' 
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HCPARLANE, RODMAN, STIARMAN, SMY8ER, GRANGER. 
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«*WHATYTHE‘ SOUTH VIETNAMESE' USEPULLY.EKPENOi AN01 MUST; 
CONTINUE! TO EXPEND TO MEET ANTICIPATED LEVELS OF! ATTACK*. 


•iNHAT EQUIPMENT NEE08 TO BE REPLACEO# URGENTLY OR OTHER*- 

wise;'. 

ME' ARE NOT NON SETTING THE KINO OP INFORMATION IN THEBE’ 

AREAS WHICH CAN PER8UASIYELY DEMONSTRATE A REQUIREMENT FORi THE’ 
HIGHER LEVEI.: OF AIO t . ANYTHING' YOU CAN PROVIDE! WQU(,D BE ' 

USEFUL^ 

THE; ARVN HAS BEEN ACCUSED:. (BY' SQHE' OFi QU& GOOD: FRIENDS ON . 

THE! HIU.9 QF> EXCE88XVE! U8EC OP AMMUNITION* PARTLY ASr.A SUBSTITUTE! 
FOR ASGRESSIVENS69' ANO’, INITIATIVE', MOULD 1 APPRECIATE! TOURf BEST 
ESTIMATE ON RELATIVE! RKTKQ;.QPi:EXEENDITURE? OPi AMMUNITION t ANO 
CASUALTY FIGURES. AS APPROPRIATE lN,TNEl MATTER! CONTEXT} KtTH 1 
ANY COMMENTS AS YOU REGARD! APPROPRIATE* 



WARM REGARDS*. 
0996 



PSN3®i?683 PAGE- SS 

b 


OPT gg- ?OR30I9/88?80E‘- 0?S3|§Eai32: *JAN ?S' 



0 0 0 0 2 Cj & . 


50P7 






